Calcified herniations of the thoracic disk: role of magnetic resonance imaging and computed tomography in surgical planning.
Herniations of thoracic disks are uncommon, and their surgical management can be challenging. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) is rapidly becoming the method of choice for assessing degenerative disease in thoracic disks. However, calcification may be difficult to detect with MRI and plain films alone. The authors report a case in which MRI and myelography underestimated the true extent of disk calcification, the detection of which would have altered the initial surgical approach.